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Quaint Stories That Are lilusrat-
tive of the Interesting Per-
sonality of ‘“Uncle Joe” Can-
non of lllinois, Who Will Suc-
ceed Henderson of lowa.
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4 It is practically decided that 4
4 Congressman Joseph G. Cannon of +
the Twelfth Illinois district will be +
the next.speaker of congress,  He 4
will guceeed Colonel David B. Hen- 4
derson of Iowa. Mr. Cannon has 4
been in the house for about a +
quarter of a century, and is one of 4
the best known men in the United 4
States, 'The following story is 4
taken “from the Chicago Inter 4
Ocean. . -
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ONGRESSMAN Joseph “; Carnon
C was walking alang Stace street a
few days ago when an aged man
rushed up to his side and seized him
by the hand. He was an old friend of
Mr. Cannen’s, but never before had the

congressman seen him in such a flur-
ried state.

“What on earth has happened to
you?' asked Mr. Cannon.

“Why, the fact of the matter is”
panted the friend, “I saw your back

when vou were a block away from me,
and I have been breaking my neck: fry-
ing to catch up with you.”

“But how did you recognize my back
at such a distance?”

“That's a very simple question to an-

swer,” replied the friend, who by this
time was beginning to regain his
breath. “I'm not a Sherlock Holmes by

any means, but when I saw your back
bobbing along in the crowd some mys-
terious sense told me that it looked
very familiar. Then I took a second
glance and saw a lot of mud on your
coattails,

“That settled it. .I knew instantly
that it was you, because whenever you
come to Chicago in bad weather you
always bring a few specks of Danville
mud alorng with you. It is a parting
token bestowed at the depot by the
Wwheels of your carriage.”

“Uncle Joz" smiled, but made no at-
tempt to remove the mud. Perhaps, in
all the din and clatter of a busy eity,
he enjoyed flaunting a signal of his
native heath. At any rate, he ex-
changed courtesies with his friend and
then turned and strode down the
street,. a figure strikingly distinct from
the mnervous and eager pedestrians
surging ‘round him.

The friend hastened over to his club
and told his associates that he had
just left the next speaker of the house
of representatives

“I wish you would tell me what Mr.

Cannon looks like,” said a younger
member of the club. The older men
laughed.

“My boy,” he said, “to be candid with
you, ‘Uncle Joe' is not what you smart
people would call a Beau Brummel. In
fact, I don’t believe he could be called
the handsomest member of congress,

““His whiskers are of the ‘Rube’ type.
They grow back of his ears and under
his chin, leaving a broad, open face
and a big, prominent nose looking at
you -above the fringe of gray hirsute
appendages.

“Then ‘Uncle Joe' is bald—almost as
bald as a billiard baill, except that
down around his neck he has a fringe
of gray -hair like in color to his whis-
kergs. He stoops when he walks, and
when he talks, and when he stands,
and when he sits. His vest always has
the appearance of being too long in
front, because it wrinkles. It's because
of that stoop.

“His trousers usually wrinkle above
the shoes and at the knees. It's be-
cause of that stoop. He has a sham-
bling walk at times and a peculiar way
of throwing his legs. His hands are
knotted and rough. He usually wears
a dangling watch chain of gold, and
while he is immaculately neat and
clean as to his linen, and wears a soft
black bow tie carefully tied, noe one
would ever pick him out as an excep-
tionally well-dressed man. or a man
who gave any thought to his apparel.

“That’'s all that can be said of his
personal appearance, good or bad. Ac-
quaintance with him will lead to for-
getfulness of the outer man, Those
forcible gestures, that not unpleasant,
though strong, voice; that hearty way
in which the slap on the back is ad-
ministered; that direct and unequivocal
way of putting things: that hearty
laugh; that quaint story of homely il
lustration are the things remembered
about the next speaker of the house of
representatives.”
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While the clubman’s descrintion of
Mr. Cannon is an interesting one, there
is another in" the congressional direc-
tory that furnishes a compact insighs
into his career. Here is the way it

reads:

“Joseph G. Cannon—Republican, of
Danville; was born at Guilford, N. C,,
May 7, 1836; is a lawyer; was state's

attorney in Illinois, March 1861, to De-
cember, 1868; was elected to the Forty-
third, Forty-fourth, Forty-fifth, Forty-
sixth, Forty-seventh, Forty-eighth,
Forty-ninth, FPFiftieth, Fifty-first, Fif-
ty-third, Fifty-fourth, Fifty-fifth, Fif-
ty-sixth congresses, and re-elected t¢
the Fifty-seventh congress, receiving
80,833 votes, to 19,226 for C. M, Briggs,
Democrat, ‘and 1,033 for J. M. Gaiser,
Prohibitionist.”

When the Fifty-eighth congress as-
sembles Mr. Cannon will undoubtedly
be chosen as speaker to succeed David
B. Henderson. This place will be ex-
actly to his liking. He is a
parliamentarian, and knows all the ins
and outs of congressional tactics bet-
ter than any other public man.

Mr. Cannon has been elected to con-
gress fifteen times. That is several
times more than any other member of
the present body. He is, therefore, the
“father of the house.” He has been
“Uncle Joe” to everybody in Washing-
ton for a score of years, and while re-
garded as the fiercest fighter in the
house, he has done more kindly acts
for other members and outsiders than
any man in congress.
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was once defeated
went down

Mr. Cannon
CONETess. He
the Republican crash in 1899,
after the passage of the Mc-
Kinley bill. He had good company.
McKinley was defeated the same year.
So were scores of Republican leaders
in the west. Mf. Canndn was also
defeated for speaker in the Fifty-first
congress. S0 was McKinley. Thomas
B. Reed was elected. McKinley be-
came chairman of the committee on
ways and means, and Cannon beeame
chalrman of the committee on appro-
priations. In every Republican con-
gress since then Cannon has been
chairman of his old committee, and
as such he has had more power and
responsibility regarding appropriations
for government expenses and public
works than any other member of
either house.

for

with
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Mr. Cannon was not a jingo hefore
the war with Spain began, He was
one of the conservatives. He knew
that war meant big appropriations and
increased debt, rather than economy
and the continuance of paying off
bonded indebtedness. But. when the
battleship Maine was blown wup in
Havana harbor, “Uncle Joe” said lit-
tle on either side. He began making
a few figures, and cone morning he
quietly dropped a little bill in the box,
which, when found, created a sensa-

|
i

{

i secutive
shrewd |

~ Next Speaker of (

Joseph G. Cannon.

tion, not only in Washington, but in
every city in the civilized world.
That bill was unigue. It had no
precedent. It appropriated $50,000,000
for public defense, and placed that sum
at the disposal of the president. It
meant that the nation would get ready

for war, and it directed the president
to take steps to that end. It was
passed without a dissenting vote by
the house. There were speeches, but
they were all for the bill. In the
senate there were no speeches, but it
passed by unanimous vote also.

Cannon’s bill was the first sign that

the United States intended to fight.
It was not bluster. It was more im-
portant than that. TUncie Sam pulled
off his coat. The bill was illustrative

of “Uncle Joe’s” character. He wanted
to keep out of war so long as it seemed
possible to avoid it. But when war
became inevitable, “Uncle Joe™ thought
as he would think in a game of poker.
There was need far a good bluff, and
a bluff that could be backed up if
called.

There were other nations in Europe
that were encouraging Spain. It
seemed possible that some of them
might feel encouraged to take a hand
in the scrap. *“Uncle Joe” gave Eu-
rope a sample of American readiness
for fight by having congress hand
over $50,000,000 to the president. It
startied the world, as Mr. Cannon
meant that it should. It was a bluff,
not meant for Spain, but for the other

European powers. It answered its
purpose,

The powers that were friendly to
Spain became cautions regarding un-

friendly acts toward the United States.
They did not care to offend a power
that could take $50,000,000 out of the
treasury in this emergency, while the
first step of a European government
would be a loan or an issue of bonds.
“Unecle Joe” does many things in
this way—a way that is more familiar
to poker players than to other men.
He tests the opposition with a bluff.
Mr. Cannon was born in a Quaker
settlement of North Carolina. When
he was 4 years old his father, Dr.
Horace F. Cannon, emigrated to the
banks of the, Wabash at Blooming-
dale, Parke county, Indiana. He was
14 years old when his father died, and
at that age he started out for him-
self, his first work being as clerk in
a country store. He was so employed
until he had attained his majority,
when he began the study of law, and
was admitted to the bar at Terre Haute

in 1858.
The next year Mr. Cannon moved
to Tuscola, Iil., and in 1861 he was

elected district attorney. He held that
office for seven years., or until 1868, and
in 1872 he was elected to congress from
that district.

It was at that time that Joe Cannon |

began to figure in national affairs. The

district has been changed twice since
his first election, but Mr. Cannon still
represents a large part of the terri-
tory which was in his first district.
He has had rivals in his own party
who sought the nomination for con-
gress, but they always failed, and said
that “Uncle Joe” had a machine. He
had. It extended throughout the dis-

trict and included the ablest and most
influential Republicans in every coun-
ty. It was an invincible machine, be-
cause it took in most of those who
made up the Republican party in this
istrict., The strongest Democrats
were nominated against Mr. Cannon,
but they were defeated for nine con-
elections, and for eighteen
vears “Uncie Joe” was undisturbed in
his congressional seat.

Then came the McKinley law,
he helped frame and pass,
that the Democratic deluge, which be-
gan in 1890. It caught “Uncle Joe” as
it caught others—notably McKinley and
Gear and Post and Adams—so many,
in fact, that the Democrats had an
overwheiming majority in the next
house. “Uncle Joe” was left at home
for two years, and his seat was oeccu-
pied- by a Democrat. No one now
members who this Democrat was, but
they do remember that his presence
only made the loss of “Uncle Joe” the
more conspicuous.
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When this defeat became known
Major McKinley and Mr. Cannon were
at the congressiopal headquarters in
Chicago. The news of the Democratic
landslide brought many of their col-
leagues in the house to them with
words of sympathy and condolence.

Each of the men presented a smiling
face and both made light of their re-
verses, answering their colleagues with
jest and humorous retort. Major
Pearce, now dead, who represented one
of the St. Louis districts in the con-
gress, tells the story. After all had
withdrawn but Pearce and Cannon and
McKinley, “Uncle Joe” turned to Me-
Kigley, who was 'sitting beside, him,
with the remark:

“Bill, there is no use of us lying to
each other, is there?”

“No, Joe,”-answered McKinley.

“Well, it's hell, ain't it, BilI?”

“Yes, Joe,”" said the future president.

The state of Illinois did not recover
from its attack of Democracy wuntil
1884, but “Uncle Joe" recaptured his
district in 1892, and was one of the few
Republicans elected from the state in
that unfortupate year. He has been in
the house ever since. With the excep-
tion of those two years, from 1881 to
1893, he has been a member of congaess
for twenty-eightyears. - d
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Mr. Cannon has always been a work-
er in the house. No one ever accused
him of being one of the drones who
j simply helped make up the majority,
He has always helped ta legislate, a
he has left his impress upon much im-
| portant legislation. He was for years
| a member of the committee on postof-
fices and post roads, and te him, more

than to any other one man, is due the
{ change in the laws whereby postage on
second class matter may be prepaid
according to weight. Though he Las
not been a member of that commitiee
since 1879, he has championed and de-
fended that réform against all who
have attacked it.

“Uncle

Joe'” ~was instrumental .in
placing sugar on the free list in the
McKinley tariff act. His chief dis«

tinetion in.congress is,
nected with the appropriations. He Lkas
been a member of the committee on ap-
| propriations for twenty years, and has
!heen chairman for eight years. It mat-
| ters not who else serves on that im-
| portant committee, the country asso-
| ciates the name of Cannon with all ap-
| propriations and forgets the other
members.,

however, con-
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It requires rare ability to handile the
appropriations of the - government,
amounting to more than a billion doi-
lars a year—to make the appropriations
come within the revenues of the gov-
| ernment, and so to handie them as to

keep all the wheels going without
l\‘hél!‘)’(ps of favoritism here or niggard-
| liness in another place. The commit-
tee on apprepriations must decide how

| the money shall be divided, and the
chairman of the committee must, in
| large measure, be the committee. He

must have a head for business affairs,
for there is no other place in the gov-
| ernment which calls for such general
| knowledge and detailed information re-
| garding so many subjects. It is easy
for another member to shut his oyes
| to the need of appropriations in other
directions and insist upon a paramoant
| importance of his own bill, but the
chairman of the committee on appro-
{ priations must consider all bills alike.
> @ @

“Uncle Joe” has done this so impar-
| tially that it was only in the last con-
gress his enemies got the chance to
charge him with favoritism when he
secured the establishment of a new
branch of the soldiers’ home at his own
town of Danville. That was a charge
which could not stand, because the
home had to be built somewhere, and
the board of directors had chosen Dan-
ville as the most degirable spot. Down
in Mr. Cannon’s home town the people
laughed.

“‘Uncle Joe’ thinks so
old soldiers,” they said, ‘that he has
gone and brought them to his back
door.”, |

® @ @

A gobdl story is told of
first love affair.
| It was just after he quit the Annap-
| olis academy and went to work in a
| store on a small salary. Like many
| other boys, he did not realize the con-
| dition of his heart until it was too late.
| He went to the country dances and
danced on the puncheon floors to the|
music of an old fiddle, and he went)
sleighriding and to spelling bees with |
a pretty girl: but he had no thought
of love or matrimony until one night
the girl told him she was to be sealed
to a Mormon.

The Mormons were as much adver-
tised then as they have been since, and
this girl’s mother, a widow, had de-
cided to go to Utah. The one idea this
conveyed to the girl was that she would
be compelled to become a plural wife,
and she told her fear and grief to the
poor clerk who had been her escort.
Joe wanted to be gallant and rescue
the girl from her impending fate, but
he had been compelled to give up his
ambition for an education, and his
business prospects would not justify
him in assuming the obligations of
matrimony. - He resolved to-do it rather
thap see the girl sealed to a Mormon
polygamist.

But before he could put his plans in
execution the family departed for the
west, and his sweetheart was lost to
him ‘forever, for she had gone to the
Mormons.
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Thirty years later George Q. Cannon,
the Mormon delegate in congress from
the territory of Utah, walked over to
the desk of Joseph G. Cannon of Illi-
nois, in the house of representatives,
and asked him to examine a petition
from the women of Utah. The Mormon
was fighting for his seat, and he had
this petition from the women of Utah
testifying to their happiness and the
recognition of their rights in Utai.

Mr. Capnon of Illinois glanced over
the petition in a casual way until his
eye caught a name he Rad pever heard
since he lost his sweetheart to the Mor-

much of the

Mr. Cannon’s

middle-aged men of business affairs,
professional men fand their wives
| young gentlemen and ladies, collc

| graduates and ecollege students, and al-

| could be found in any other city.
Cannon did not understand why he had |
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mons. It was a given name—the fam-
ily name was not familiar. He became
interested in the petition, and walked
over to the Mormon’s desk with his fin-
ger on this name. -

~ “Deo you-know that lady?" he asked.
~“The Mormon Jooked at the
name and replied:

“Very well, indeed. She is the wife
of one of our disciples, and a remark-
able woman. She is a physician and a
leader in Mormon circles, Do Yyou
know Rer?” i

“What was her name before she was
married, and what number is she—first,

third, seventh or fourteenth?” Uncle
Joe asked.
“She is number three, I believe™

laughed the Mormon, and he proceeded
to answer the other guestions.

Uncie Joe told the Mormon the story
of his acquaintance with the woman,
and asked to be remembered to her.

Five years later, when both these
men were out of congress and the Mor-

vantages. The guest seemed thought-
ful and “Uncle Joe" ventured to say
inguiringly: “Pretty comfortable
quarters these?” His constituent

lopked at Joe with a twinkle and said
theughtfully: *“Yes. But while we were
at dinner I was just wondering why
it was that you didn't put up at a
livery stable and save money.” The
story may be a bit harsh en Mr. Can-

Fmands ‘at the table,
At noontime when he goes to the
house restaurant he seldom eats any-
thing more than a bowl of milk with |
bread carefully broken up in it, ac-
companjed by a cup of coffee. He is |
of that type of men who. believe that |
a midday meal while work is press- |
ing upon them dulls their faculties |

as he is in all

nen and give a wrong idea of the sort
of man he is. He is simple in his de-

and incapacitates them for mental ef- |
fort, i

| eral weeks

That Wise Discoverer,

(New York Times.)
Columbus had been on his voyage sev-
when the sailors bec
frightened by _the variation of the ¢
pass.

“But how <¢an you tell whi

points?™* inquired
ng retreat.

* voared the ans
ied by the logic of th
s withdrew, whi

mons were protesting against the “per-
secution” they experienced under the
Edmunds law, Joseph G. Cannon made
a.tour of Mexico with his daughter, re-
turned by way of the Pacific coast and
stopped off to see the Mormeon city of
Zion on their way home.
& - ® @

George Q. Cannon, then a member of
the presidency of the church, showed
the visitors every attention while in
his city, and gave Uncle Joe his first
opportunity to siudy the Meormon
church and the social conditiens which
it created. He was not so much shecked
as he had expected to be, but he want-
ed to.jearn the ‘truth, and he called
upon the woman who thirty-five years
before told him im Jndiana that
was to be sold to the Mormons.

found a handsome matron of com-
manding carriage and fine education

and culture. She was such a woman

as might conduct a salon in Washing- |

ton or any other eastern city.

She greeted her visitor cordially, and |

laughed over the incident of years be-
fore.
and plural marriages as Mr.
had never heard even George Q.
non, the ablest advocate of the church,
defend these institutions.
most convinced him that
two sides to this guestion.
Before he left Salt Lake, Mr. Cannon
was entertained at dinner- by his friend,
George Q. €annon. There was oniy a
small party at dinmer, and afterward
there: was a reception. There
nearly 100 people present.

there

together as brilliant a company

Mr.

been accorded this reception until the
Mormon leader introduced him to hig
family, his sons and daughters, their

wives and husbands; their children ard |
It was a Mormon fam- |

grandchildren,
ily.

With this picture and the defense of |
who |
his. |
had something |

he |

Mormoniss made by the woman
had been sealed to a Mormon in
memory, “Uncle Joe”
of a struggle with himself before
voted to unseat Brigham Roberts, the
Mormon member of congress, a
ago. “But he did vote that way,

cause the system represented a hier-

archy and not a-republic, and he voted

to unseat the representative of the |

hierarchy. !
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Mr. Cannon’s Washington home is in
a modest apartment at the Cochran,

a family hotel a few blocks off Penn- |

svlvadia avenue. He tells a good story

on himself relative to his hotel life:
During the last session one of his

solid constituents. visited him

went to the hotel
served.
corn on the cob, and “Uncle Joe” de-
voted his time and attention to the
plate piled: high' with greem corn. It

and dinner was

tasted good. He ordered amother plate |

of the savory cereal.

When he had had his fill he pushed
back from a mound of gnawed corn-
cobs of respectable proportions.
he showed his guest about the hotel,
pointing out its conveniences and ad-

she |
He |

She defended the Mermon church !
Cannon ;
Can- |

Her talk al- |

were |

were !
There were |

as

vear |

be- |

and |
“Uncle Joe,” wishing to be hospitable, |
as his constituentwas hospitable back

in Illinois, invited him to dinner. They |

It was the season for green |

Then

Full size Cup and
Saucer, worth 60c
a set, only a set—

40c
Semi China Cup
and Saucer, thin
and dainty, only a

set—

60c
Pretty flowered
Cup and Saucer,
choice .of four

styles, only, a set

65¢

Mush or oatmeal
Bowls, only—
8c

Water or
Pitchers—

12¢, 20c, 25c

Oblong Vegetable
dishes, worth 15c¢,

only—
12¢
Dinner Plates —

6¢c, 7c, 9¢

BIG SALE

UNDERWEAR,
HOSIERY,
TINWARE,
GRANITEWARE,
TOYS!

Milk

TOYS!

LOOK OVER THESE BARGAINS'

They Will Certainly Interest You

10

241 Main Street,

Between Second and Third South Streets

Vaseline
s’ and Childr
aper Napkins for
> of all kinds ....
iozen Asgate Buttons
set Qlasps (good) ...

r Combs .
Mac
Cotton ...
g I d .
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Lad¢ B
Roll Toi
Toilet Seap,

We Can Save You Money

Glass Hand
Lamps, 25c,

Glass Stand
Lamps, 25¢ to 50c.

Kitchen
35c.

Lamps,
Night Lamps, 15¢
to 35ec.

FPretty Decorated
Lamps, 35¢ up.

Night
mp, 25c.

15¢ and 20c¢,

Fruit Bowls,
10¢ to 19e.

Cake Stands,
35¢ and 40c.
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*Tis Not Our Signature that makes our Goods Reliable.

Goods that Make our Signature Reliable.

remarkably low price of —

Speaking of opticals

partment for fitting glasses in charge of a skilled graduate optician?

"IF NOT WHY DON’T YOU KNOW?
We Have Said Muc

much more, but now as our business grows in all its branches we are satisfied
with nothing less than a rush, so are telling you more about it.

The Same Standard

tire establishment and satisfaction is assured all who come to us for examination.
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Mining
Men

can be made,

ThiS Week We WI“ Give our patrons a

rare opportunity, by offering for sale a quantity of fine Frenc.h
pearl and gilt opera glasses with adjustable handles, every pair
guaranteed to be perfect, for the

through the newspapers

We sell aneroids Surveyor’s and common compasses,
magnifying glasses and the highest grade of field glasses that

THIS IS OUR OPTICAL WEEK.

AT
LEYSON’

*Tis our

$lOoOO %air

causes us to wonder if you know that we
have a thoroughly equipped optical de-
many satisfied patients have said

of excellence governs our optical de-
partment that characterizes our en-

-

WMM“NOMMMM””“MOM“W"“MOO“.

and our




